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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — GENDER EQUALITY — COUNCILLOR ELIZABETH CLAPHAM 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [12.06 pm]: Last week I was honoured 
to attend a local government event that celebrated 100 years since the first woman was elected to local government in 
Western Australia. Councillor Elizabeth Clapham was, in 1920, the first woman elected to local government, and served 
one term at the Town of Cottesloe from 1920 to 1922. Cr Clapham was the first woman elected to any tier of government 
in Western Australia, with Edith Cowan elected to state government the following year, 1921. The amendment of the 
Municipal Corporations Act to remove the words “no female” from the list of persons excluded from becoming 
municipal councillors allowed this to happen. In 1926, Elizabeth Clapham also became the first female Inspector of 
Factories; she was a delegate to the International Woman Suffrage Alliance Congress in Rome in 1923, and represented 
the Women’s Service Guild at a conference of the British Commonwealth League in London in 1931. 
On Friday, 28 August, I attended a centenary celebration of the anniversary of the election of Cr Elizabeth Clapham, 
hosted by the Australian Local Government Women’s Association, WA branch, and I would like to thank 
Cr Karen Wheatland, the president, for her drive and passion in celebrating Cr Clapham and her achievements. 
After the 2019 local government elections, Western Australia saw the number of women councillors increase by 
22 per cent. Our state is currently ranked second overall for the ratio of women to men councillors. Whilst this is 
a fantastic result, we can and must do better. The McGowan government is working hard to ensure that this positive 
trend continues. It is our commitment to address gender inequity in Western Australia, and we recently released 
“Stronger Together — WA’s Plan for Gender Equality”. 
Since the 2019 elections, the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries has partnered with the 
University of Western Australia and the Western Australian Local Government Association to undertake research 
through the Hands Up project to improve this, and to establish benchmark data on elected members and nominated 
members in local government in Western Australia.  
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